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[7] call our second Fatherland, our home of innocent
delights, since it had been the cradle of this Christian
church; since it was the temple of God, and the
home of the servants of Jesus Christ. Moreover, for
fear that our enemies, only too wicked, should pro-
fane the sacred place, and derive from it an advantage,
we ourselves set fire to it, and beheld burn before
our eyes, in less than one hour, our work of nine or
ten years.

It was between five and six o'clock, on the evening
of the fourteenth of June, that a part of our number
embarked in a small vessel we had built. I, in com-
pany with most of the others, trusted myself to some
logs, fifty or sixty feet in length, which we had felled
in the woods, and dragged into the water, binding
all together, in order to fashion for ourselves a sort
of raft that should float on that faithless element,—
just as, in former days, we had seen in France float-
ing timbers transported down the streams. We
voyaged all night upon our great Lake, by dint of
arms and oars; and, the weather being favorable, we
landed without mishap, after [8] a few days, upon an
island, where the Hurons were awaiting us, and
which was the spot we had fixed upon for a general
reunion, that we might make of it a Christian island.

God, doubtless, led us on this journey; for, even
while we coasted along those deserted lands, the
enemy was in the field, and on the following day
delivered his blow upon some Christian families
whom he surprised, during their sleep, along the
road which we had followed; some were massacred
upon the spot, others led away captive.

The Hurons who were awaiting us on that Island,
called the Island of Saint Joseph, had sown there their


